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SUBJ: U.S.-PRC STUDENT EXCHANGES: ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING 

SUMMARY: PRC EDUCATION MINISTER LIU HSI-YAO TOLD THE VISITING 
U.S. ENGINEERING EDUCATION DELEGATION THAT THE PRC WOULD 
WELCOME ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING TEAMS FROM THE U.S. TO 
HELP PREPARE CHINESE STUDENTS FOR STUDY ABROAD. LIU ALSO 
TOLD THE DELEGATION THAT THE PRC WAS PREPARED TO RECEIVE 
AMERICAN STUDENTS AND SAID CHINESE OFFICIALS WOULD LIKE 
AS MUCH ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THE STUDENTS' 

PROPOSED COURSES OF STUDY. IN A SEPTEMBER 12 CONVERSATION 
WITH USLO OFFICER, MFA U.S. AFFAIRS DIVISION DEPUTY LIEN 
CHENG-PAO SAID THE PRC WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS INFORMATION 
BEFORE THE OCTOBER DEPARTURE OF THE CHOU PEI-YUAN DELEGATION. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING CALL BY THE U.S. ENGINEERING EDUCATION DELEGATION 
TO THE PRC ON EDUCATION MINISTER LIU HSIU-YAO SEPTEMBER 12, 

THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
REQUIREMENTS THAT CHINESE STUDENTS GOING TO THE U.S. FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PEKING 02901 140835Z 

HIGHER EDUCATION SHOULD MEET. U.S. DELEGATION MEMBERS 
SUGGESTED THAT THE CHINESE SHOULD CONSIDER SENDING STUDENTS 
TO A FEW EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE U.S. WHICH ALREADY 
HAD SPECIALIZED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR 
FOREIGN STUDENTS FOR LANGUAGE TRAINING RANGING FROM THREE 
TO SIX MONTHS OR MORE. THEREAFTER, THESE STUDENTS COULD 
PURSUE THEIR STUDIES IN A WIDE RANGE OF OTHER EDUCATIONAL 
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INSTITUTIONS. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT SOME OF THESE ENGLISH 
TRAINING PROGRAMS WERE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO PROVIDE 
STUDENTS WITH THE TECHNICAL VOCABULARY REQUIRED FOR EN- 
GINEERING OR SCIENTIFIC STUDIES. 

2. PROFESSOR BAUM OF UCLA ALSO NOTED THAT THESE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE TRAINING INSTITUTES WERE ABLE TO SEND SPECIALIZED 
TEAMS OF LINGUISTS AND OTHER HIGHLY TRAINED ENGLISH TEACHING 
EXPERTS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES TO ESTABLISH ENGLISH TEACHING 
PROGRAMS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE EXPERIENCE OF UCLA HAD 
BEEN THAT IT WAS FAR MORE EFFECTIVE TO HAVE SUCH LINGUIS- 
TICALLY TRAINED SPECIALISTS ESTABLISH ENGLISH TRAINING 
PROGRAMS THAN SIMPLY TO HIRE FLUENT ENGLISH SPECIALISTS 
WITHOUT SPECIALIZED TRAINING. 

3. EDUCATION MINISTER LIU WAS RECEPTIVE TO THIS IDEA AND 
SAID THAT CHINA WOULD WELCOME SUCH ENGLISH TRAINING TEAMS 
FROM THE U.S. TO ASSIST IN PREPARING CHINESE STUDENTS FOR 
STUDY ABROAD. HE FREELY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT CHINESE STUDENTS 
AT PRESENT WERE ILL-PREPARED BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND LIN- 
GUISTICALLY FOR STUDY ABROAD AND MIGHT WELL REQUIRE SUB 
STANTIAL PERIODS OF PREPARATORY TRAINING. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

U.S. DELEGATION LEADER JOSEPH PETTIT STRESSED THAT THE 

PRC SHOULD CONSIDER SENDING OLDER STUDENTS IN THEIR UPPER 
TWENTIES AND THIRTIES IN ORDER TO AVOID SOME OF THE PROBLEMS 
THAT OTHER COUNTRIES HAD ENCOUNTERED WITH YOUNGER CHINESE 
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EXCHANGE STUDENTS. 

4. MINISTER LIU ALSO STATED THAT THE PRC DID NOT WANT THE 
STUDENTS IT SENT TO THE U.S. TO LIVE TOGETHER IN SMALL 
GROUPS BUT RATHER TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN DORMITORIES WITH 
AMERICAN STUDENTS. U.S. DELEGATION MEMBERS SAID THAT THIS 
WOULD POSE NO PROBLEMS ON THE U.S. SIDE. THEY JOKINGLY 

ADDED THAT WHILE SUCH ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE 
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, THEY COULD 
NOT VOUCH FOR THE IMPACT ON THE STUDENTS' MORALE. THE 
CHINESE DID NOT SEEM DISTURBED BY THIS LATTER POINT. 

5. MINISTER LIU ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PRC WAS PREPARED 
TO RECEIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS IN RETURN BUT SAID THAT THE 
CHINESE WOULD LIKE AS MUCH ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE AS POSSIBLE 
ABOUT THE PROSPECTIVE FIELDS OF STUDY OF SUCH STUDENTS (MFA 
U.S. AFFAIRS DIVISION DEPUTY LIEN CHENG-PAO ALSO QUERIED 
USLO OFFICER ON THIS POINT IN A SEPTEMBER 12 RECEPTION 

AT USLO. LIEN SAID THE PRC WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW MANY 
STUDENTS (AND THEIR AREAS OF STUDY) THE U.S. PLANS TO SEND 
TO THE PRC. LIEN SAID THEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS INFOR- 
MATION BEFORE THE CHOU PEI- YUAN DELEGATION LEFT FOR THE 
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U.S. IN OCTOBER). 

6. DR. PETTIT INQUIRED CONCERNING THE HEALTH OF VICE EDU- 
CATION MINISTER LI CHI, WHO HOSTED THE WELCOME BANQUET 
FOR THE U.S. DELEGATION BUT ENTERED THE HOSPITAL THE FOL- 
LOWING DAY. VICE MINISTER LI. WHO HAS A HISTORY OF HEART 
PROBLEMS, IS SCHEDULED TO BE THE DEPUTY LEADER OF THE 
CHINESE EDUCATION DELEGATION TO THE U.S. IN OCTOBER HEADED 
BY PEKING UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT CHOU PEI- YU AN. MINISTER 
LIU SAID LI'S HEALTH PROBLEMS WERE NOT SERIOUS AND WOULD 
NOT PREVENT HIM FROM TRAVELLING TO THE U.S. WITH THE DELE- 
GATION. HE POINTEDLY ADDED THAT LI WOULD BE TRAVELLING IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CHINESE EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION RATHER THAN AS VICE MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 PEKING 02901 140835Z 


7. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THAT 
THE CHINESE HAVE OFFICIALLY INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS 
TO HAVE U.S. SPECIALISTS ASSIST THEM IN ESTABLISHING MORE 
EFFECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING PROGRAMS. MINISTER LIU 
SEEMED PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT CHINESE DEFICIENCIES 
IN THIS RESPECT, REFERRING SEVERAL TIMES TO THE FACT THAT 
FOREIGN VISITORS HAD CRITICIZED THE ENGLISH TEACHING PRO- 
GRAMS CARRIED ON CHINESE TV FOR USING TECHNIQUES THAT WERE 
THIRTY YEARS OUT OF DATE. LIU'S COMMENTS SUGGEST THAT THE 
ISSUE OF U.S. ASSISTANCE FOR PRC ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING 
PROGRAMS COULD USEFULLY BE DISCUSSED DURING THE VISIT BY 
THE CHOU PEI- YU AN DELEGATION IN OCTOBER. WOODCOCK 
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